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We. thank God ,/2n

a4 PrayerCorner ., ...., .......

What do you do with magazines? I read them then pitch them. Sometimes I use travel time to catch up on my periodical reading then
seed them in the airport or behind the seat in front of me on the plane. On my most recent trip to visit family I carried an article on
The Lord’s Prayer by Dr. Richard Pratt, professor at Reformed Theological Seminary in Orlando. Remembering Father’s Day in June,
how appropriate of God to help me focus on my Heavenly Father!

“Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
today our daily bread. Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from the evil one.” Matthew 6:9-13

I was convicted as I read, “most of us find the priorities of our lives in the bottom half of the Lord ’s Prayer. We want to depend on
God to meet our needs; ‘Give us today our daily bread.” We yearn to be more assured of forgiveness in Christ; ‘Forgive us our debts.’
We desire to do better today than we did yesterday; ‘Lead us not into temptation’. These ideals are essential but they are all concerned
with “us.”

Our compelling goal should be the first half of Jesus’ model prayer. “Our Father,” He becomes the loving Father of all who come to
Him by faith in Christ. After Jesus drew His disciple’s attention toward their royal Father, He turned them toward the Father’s kingdom.
He taught them to pray, “Your kingdom come.” Then He explained what He meant: “Your will be done.” God’s reign comes where
God’s will is done. Where? “On earth as it is in heaven”.... It’s coming here!

While we eagerly await the return of Christ, our hearts’ desire now should be to see God’s kingdom come to earth as it is in heaven.
All our hope for this world is in Christ alone but as the body of Christ we play an important role in building His kingdom on earth.
We are on a mission. The Cornerstone staff works each day to accomplish whatever we can as we do our small part to bring God’s
kingdom to earth as it is in heaven.

We have focused for many years on the power increase so that our signal will reach out clearer and further and we are closer now
than ever to seeing what God has for The Cornerstone. So we continue to pray that we will see the gospel and the kingdom go forth
with power in the future as never before!

Seek Godly counsel and grow in grace and knowledge.
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Partrwn.u by Bill Powell

Last month I left you with the end of part one of the raccoon
tale. If you missed it you can go to our website at www.wjlu.org to
get up to speed. After catching the raccoon I decided I better make
sure he didn’t sublet the attic to any of his family members. So
I put the trap out with bait for another week with no results.
Feeling confident that we had solved this problem, I took the
trap back to the city and went on with my life.

A week passed and lo and behold a loud scratching sound came
from the attic about 3:00 p.m. Oh no, not another one! Keep in
mind while I am battling this critter problem here at the studios, I
am simultaneously embroiled in a battle with a family of armadil-
los who are ravaging my lawn at home. I’'ll come back to this.
Now back to the strange scratching. Some said maybe it was a
squirrel. I banged on the ceiling and it stopped but the next day
scratch, scratch, time for another trap. Sandy’s grandson Adam
loaned me his Havahart trap with instructions to put bread with
syrup on it as bait. The next day half the bread was outside the
cage but no critter. I then put in half of an apple and the next day
no apple but the trap had not been tripped. Confident I was smarter
than a raccoon or squirrel, I took a coat hanger, ran it through
the apple and secured it to the cage. The next day success! I had
bagged me a squirrel but at 3:00 p.m. scratching again!

Well, long story short after many attempts (4 squirrels and a cat
later) I decide I'm going in. I will go up in the attic and see
what’s up there. Cautiously, ready for an attack, I stick my head
up in the attic. Next I climb up, shine the flashlight around and
in the corner looking straight at me is a big ole raccoon. Happy
it didn’t attack me, I decide I will put the trap up in the attic.
After several calls to critter catchers and failures from every-
one’s home remedy, we decide on a can of tuna as bait and put the
trap in the attic once more. After all, how could the raccoon resist

tuna practically served to it? A week went by and that pesky
thing would not take the bait. Out of options, fearing the damage
this monster could cause, I decide I’'m going to go up there with
a gun and take care of this once and for all. After some practice,
Chris and I devise a plan. We will both go up in the attic. Chris will
hold the flashlight and a stick to ward off an attack. Armed with a
22 with a scope, it would be up to me to finish this. Up we go
ready for the kill only to find out the raccoon could go underneath
the overhang where I couldn’t get a shot at him. After several foiled
attempts (and many prayers by Carla, Edie and Sandy for the
critter’s life and the neighbor’s safety) we gave up.

The cost to have someone go up in there and get it was $400
plus but what were we to do? Fear of baby raccoons, chewed
wires and the possible smell of death left us with no choice.
Carla made several calls and found a guy that gave us one last
option. He said raccoons are creatures of habit and we needed
to move the trap out of the attic, separated from its nightly habi-
tat. Defeated, surrendered to the fact that we could do no more,
we moved the trap outside away from the entrance. In the
morning, I checked the trap and Praise the Lord! The monster
from the attic was trapped. Only 2 raccoons, 4 squirrels, a possum
and a cat later, the trial was over.

While all this is going on at work, at home my neighbor and I
are trying everything to stop this armadillo from ruining our
lawn and flower beds. We tried traps, chemicals, a club and
once I even attempted to throw a cast net over it. For the sake
of time and space the armadillo problem just ended on its own.
I didn’t kill it, trap it or foil it. It just disappeared. Prior to all
this, I have never had any animal problems like these at work
or at home. It was just one of those seasons of life.

Continued on pg 2
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Do you ever face seasons of things in your life? A few years back
we had the season of weather problems, lightning, hurricanes, and
tornadoes - just like the critter problem season. Sometimes it’s a
season of heath issues, financial problems, or family troubles. We
must not forget we have seasons of good things. I pretty much went
through my thirties with everything going my way. We have to take
the good with the bad realizing God is not done with us yet. The
Lord has a purpose for you and He is going to get you where He
wants you. Do you think left to yourself you would put yourself
through the difficulties you experience? I think not! But those dif-
ficulties build the character and holiness the Lord wants us to
develop. Love, empathy, compassion and holiness are not born in fun
and games. If life was always happy, happy, joy, joy, no troubles,
no heartache just think how shallow we would be. Raccoons come
and go but in time they do go. If you are going through a rough
season don’t lose heart. We are a work in progress. Seasons change
and are necessary but they do change. The next time you go through
a season of good things, rejoice and in a bad season, remember the
Lord will allow you to reap a harvest when He gets you where He
wants you.

Ecclesiastes 3:1 To everything [there is] a season, A time for every
purpose under heaven: 2 A time to be born, And a time to die; A time
to plant, And a time to pluck [what is] planted; 3 A time to kill, And a
time to heal; A time to break down, And a time to build up; 4 A time to
weep, And a time to laugh; A time to mourn, And a time to dance; 5 A
time to cast away stones, And a time to gather stones; A time to embrace,
And a time to refrain from embracing; 6 A time to gain, And a time to
lose; A time to keep, And a time to throw away, 7 A time to tear, And
a time to sew; A time to keep silence, And a time to speak; 8 A time to
love, And a time to hate; A time of war, And a time of peace. (NKIV)

Galatians 6:9 And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due
season we shall reap if we do not lose heart. (NKJV)

No squirrels, raccoons, possums, cats or neighbors were harmed
in the making of this article.

Happy Trails,

Bill

Music with a Message ., ....| b

I grew up in a great family! My parents sought early in my life
to model Jesus to me not only in words but in deeds as well. |
came to place my faith in Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior as
young boy in part because of the diligence of my parents. I
learned early about the justice, love and mercy of God and His
desire for me to be His son.

When I was young it always felt fulfilling when meeting new
people, my parents would say “this is our son.” Some might overlook
that and think nothing of it, but if you really think about the phrase
“this is my son,” or “this is my daughter,” there is great significance
behind that declaration. There is a sense of belonging and purpose.

The same can be said of the sons and daughters of God. In his recent
song “Still calls me son,” John Waller sings of the various mistakes

in life that shame us and cause us great guilt and condemnation.
Feelings of unworthiness and uselessness often overwhelm us and
yet God still calls us son and daughter. He still loves us so much!
Jesus died so we could attain a right relationship with God. It is
His righteousness that we are clothed in and His victory over sin
and death that has placed us in the family of God. I don’t know
about you but there have been many times in life when I have hated
decisions I made and yet I' have found such grace each time I have
come to Jesus and repented of my sinfulness. Each time He picks
me up and holds me close and says, “You're my son, and I love
you. You are forgiven.” What a merciful and loving God we serve!
My prayer for you today is that if you have made mistakes and are
suffering great condemnation, run to Jesus. He died|so that you
might live. He died so that you might be washed clean. He died
so He could call you “His son? or “'His daughter.| Run to Jesus!

Father's Day Is June 17/t

“Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long upon the land
which the LORD your God is giving you.” EX 20:12 (NKJV)

Tne Spirit of Adoption ., ... ,....

My dad died when I was eight years old! I spent most of my childhood dreaming that my mom would remarry and that I would
have someone to call father. It never happened.

The adoption notion returned to me when my son and [ were both very young. I recall that [ went to a local adoption service to get
some information. Naively (and much to/my embarrassment now), I walked in with my shiny faced little boy and described the ideal
brother I had come to special order. The experienced worker obviously recognized my immature, light-hearted approach to such a
serious|decision and decided to educate me in a way that I could understand. She very graciously handed me a big book filled with
pictures of beautiful children! “Just go ahead and pick one out,” she said, “but be sure to read the page behind the picture. It tells you about
the experiences and problems of|each child.”

Excitecly [ flipped though the pages of adorable faces but after each picture I was astonished to read horrifying lists of abuses suffered
by each child and problems both medical and behavioral each child had as a result. I tried to imagine how each might fit into a relationship
with my own precious|little boy. I left the office sad that day.

I have not thought about that experience in years and it only recently came to mind last month when The Cornerstone was working
to promote adoption awareness. Now much older and much more mature, that day really deepens my understanding of Paul’s reference
to becoming a Christian in terms of adoption. Romans 8:15 (ESV) For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear,
but|you have|received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!”

I'am so humbled and amazed that the holy God of all creation did not look at my list of sins and problems and reject me. He sees behind the
picture of me. He knows all about me, all that I have been through, all the damage I have sustained and dealt, all the sins I commit, all the
abuse I have suffered and the depths of how messed up I truly am. [ imagine Him looking into the darkest corners of my heart and through
His/ grace still seeing me in a relationship with His perfect Son. He has known the worst and has still adopted me into the family of God.
As an adopted child of God I have all the rights and privileges as a joint heir with Jesus Christ and as Paul wrote, I can call Him Father.

A light in the Darkness ., -.... ........

I had been on the computer for a few hours one evening downloading music to my new I-pod Shuffle that I received as a Mother’s Day gift.
My husband was working on the checkbook and bills using the laptop in the other room, listening to Christian music on the stereo. We had
the dishwasher running in the kitchen as well as the washer and dryer rumbling in the laundry room. Needless to say, we were making
FPL a little money that night! Outside we were getting some much-needed rain so I was counting the thunder and lightning as a blessing.
All of a sudden, as is often the case in Florida, out of nowhere came a super bright lightning strike with an instantaneous ear piercing
pop followed by a green tint that filled the night air and landscape around our house for a second. In a split-second our house and street
went completely dark. In an instant, our family lost all the conveniences that light and power bring to our busy lives.

We lit some candles and found a few flashlights that aided us in getting around the house. After an hour or so, we blew out the candles and
made our way to bed since it was going to take several hours to restore the power. Around midnight, when the power was restored, you
can imagine the noise that woke us up as all the stuff that was running before we lost power suddenly was “resurrected from the dead.”

The next morning as I got out of bed and made my way to the kitchen to make coffee, I looked out my kitchen window and saw a beautiful
sunrise. I reflected on the craziness of the night before and how lost we would have been without a little light to help lead us around the house
until we went to bed. As I marveled at God’s gift of light to the world, I suddenly realized what God was trying to tell me with the events of the
night before. Not only do I need to take the time to marvel at God’s incredible creation every chance I can, but the same God that made the sun,
stars, moon, entire universe, etc... wants to have a personal relationship each and every day with me by my reading and meditating on His Word.
Jesus tells us in John 12:46 “.... I have come as a light into the world, that whoever believes in Me should not abide in darkness.” The
Psalmist cries out to the Lord in 119:105 “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.” Just as I trusted in the flashlight
and candles the night before to steer me in the “right direction” in a dark house, I need to make a commitment every morning when I see His
sunrise to trust Jesus and the Word of God to be the lamp that lights my path throughout the day. If I do this in every area of my life every
day, in every relationship, then I can be the light of Jesus in this dark world we live in. “In the same way, let your light shine before men,
that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.” Matthew 5:16
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